'NICKEL.

tain nickel in a state of purity ; for Cronstedt had not Ckap.
been able to separate a quantity of arsenic, cobalt, and
iron, which adhered to it with much obstinacy* These
experiments, which were published in 1775% fully
confirmed the conclusions of Cronstedt. Bergman has
shown that nickel possesses peculiar properties ; and
that it can neither be reduced to any other metal, nor
formed artificially by any combination of metals. It
must therefore be considered as a peculiar metal. It
may possibly be a compound, and so may likewise
many other medals; but we must admit every thing to
be a peculiar body which has peculiar properties, and
we must admit every body to be simple till some proof
be actually produced that it is a compound ; otherwise
we forsake the road of s'cience, and get into the regions
of fancy and romance*

Nickel is rather a scarce mineral, and it occurs al-
ways in combination with several other metals, from
which it is exceedingly difficult to separate it. These
metals disguise its properties, and account in some mea-
sure for the hesitation with which it was admitted as a
peculiar metal. Since the great improvements tha%
have been introduced into the art of analysing minerals,
chemists of eminence have bestowed much pains upon,
this metal, and a variety of processes have been pub-
lished for procuring it in a state of purity. For the
brittle metal that is sold under the name of nickel con-
tains abundance of iron and arsenic, and some cobalt,
copper, and bismuth. The first set of experiments, af-
ter those of Bergman, made expressly to purify nickel,

* Bergman, ii.